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Early Care & Learning in Alaska & the 
Southeast

• Investing in early education pays off: The earlier a child starts learning and developing, the 
greater economic returns they provide in the future.

• Early Care & Learning programs are beneficial for children socially and intellectually, 
enriching their educational experience. These programs also allow for parents to have jobs 
and earn more money. This leads to an economic benefit for the community as a whole.

• Difficulties: ECL programs in Alaska tend to be expensive and good programs are hard to 
find. Workers in this sector have very low wages and high turnover, resulting in a weak labor 
force.

• Wages in Juneau and other Southeast communities are well below the cost of living. 
Additionally, there is not enough child care capacity in most communities.

• While higher than the Alaska as a whole, Southeast "Kindergarten Readiness" remains 
below 50% across the board. A greater investment in early education can help prepare 
children to start Kindergarten.



Investing in Early Education Pays Off



Early Care & Learning programs are 
Beneficial for Kids and Allow Adults to Work



A Robust Early Care & Education System 
Benefits the Economy



Early Care & Learning in Alaska is Hard to 
Find and Expensive 



Lack of Support and Funding for ECS Creates 
Poor Working Conditions & High Turnover

• While early educators 
are paid badly 
nationwide, Alaska has 
particularly low wages 
for these workers.

• Early educators aren’t 
paid nearly enough to 
afford basic needs such 
as rent.

• This affects the quality 
& quantity of workers 
in this sector.



Juneau Child Care Trends: Wages

• Juneau Early Educators 
do not make a living 
wage.

• There continues to be a 
massive gap between 
the average wage in 
Juneau and the average 
wage for early 
educators.

*2020 early educator wages are 
inflated due to hazard pay for 
COVID and less available hours to 
work, meaning workers likely did 
not get this full increase in salary. 0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Avg Juneau Early Educator vs Avg Juneau Wage, 2014-2020 

Child Care Worker Avg Wage Juneau Avg. Wage



Wages in Other Southeast Communities

• Other Southeast 
Communities have even 
lower average pay for 
child care workers/early 
educators.

• They are not paid enough 
to afford basic needs like 
rent.

• Lack of support for this 
sector leads to high 
turnover and poor quality 
of care.
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Juneau Child Care Trends: Capacity

• In 2020, there were 
enough child care slots for 
1 out of every 4 Juneau 
children.

• Child care capacity has not 
seen improvement in the 
past six years, and there 
are currently less child 
care slots than in 2014.

• Child care capacity is key 
to allowing economic 
growth. 0
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Capacity in Other Southeast 
Communities

• Sitka does well in terms of child 
care availability, while Haines 
and Ketchikan struggle.

• The recent COVID relief programs 
were key to maintaining child 
care capacity. In Ketchikan, 63% 
of programs said they may have 
closed without the funds. In 
Sitka, this number was 60%. In 
Juneau, 67% said they might 
have closed without the aid.
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Kindergarten Readiness: Alaska 
Development Profile

• Kindergarten 
Readiness is low 
according to the 
Alaska Developmental 
Profile. The Alaska 
Developmental Profile 
(ADP) is an 
observational tool 
administrated to all 
Kindergarten students 
at the beginning of the 
school year. Educators 
determine ratings for 
each student in 13 
goals within 5 
domains.



Supporting the ECL Sector is Beneficial in Many 
Ways—ECL is Basic Economic Infrastructure



Thank you!
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