
 
 
 
 

Southeast Conference Energy Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, April 20th 2021, 3:00 PM  
 
Minutes 
Call to Order/Opening Remarks: Chair Alec Mesdag opened the meeting at 2:02 pm via Zoom with 
more than 22 participants, including Michael Rovito, Trey Acteson, Dana Herndon, Misty Hull, Nathan 
Green, Duff Mitchell, Gwen Holdmann, John Herberling, Taylor Asher, Aaron Morrison, Chris Rose, 
Garry Williams, Scott Elder, Crystal Enkvist, and SEC Staff Meilani Schijvens, Juliana Melin, Sarah 
Woodruff, Katherine Bell, and Robert Venables. 
 
Committee Chair Alec Mesdag welcomed participants and asked everyone to introduce themselves. 
 
Chris Rose from REAP discussed the Alaska Energy Independence Fund. He provided the background 
for green banks in Alaska, including his current efforts to work with the Dunlevy administration to gain 
some traction in this. The Alaska Energy Independence Fund will essentially function like a green bank. 
This fund would be housed at AIDEA. This fund would allow for the minimization of risk of what are 
perceived as higher risk loans in order to make it easier for these projects to receive funding. The hope is 
to use this new fund to obtain more loans for weatherizing buildings. There have been many legislative 
updates for this bill already, with more expected to come. They could use letters of support for these 
efforts.  
 
The Alaska Power Association also provided an update. Their main priority right now is HB 29 and SB 
110, which clarifies when utilities are liable for damages due to vegetation. These bills are moving 
through their respective legislative processes and they could use support through letters for these 
initiatives.  
 
Gwen Holden from the Alaska Center for Energy and Power provided updates on their expanded 
partnerships. Nathan Green presented his updates on the Southeast IRP. He welcomes any edits or 
updates from committee members on this draft. 
 
Meilani presented the CEDS Energy Initiatives to the committee as well. There are five priority 
initiatives that are going to be in the report, and the committee members provided their feedback and 
approval of these initiatives.  
 
Many committee members provided updates on their current projects and initiatives in the region. Trey 
Acteson provided updates from SEAPA, where they are working to build stronger partnerships between 
like-minded organizations in the region. Jodi Mitchell discussed many hydropower projects occurring in 
the region. Alec Mesdag also provided updates on the Heat Smart project, with an RFP going out this 
week. 
 
The next meeting of the energy committee TBA. With no other new business to discuss, the Chair 
adjourned at 4:32pm.  
 


