
 
 
 
 

Southeast Conference Energy Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, July 6, 2021, 2:00 PM  
 
Minutes 
Call to Order/Opening Remarks: Chair Alec Mesdag opened the meeting at 2:02 pm via Zoom with 
more than 20 participants, including Rob Roy, Chere Klein, Jesse Kiehl, Clay Good, Michael Garrett, 
Crystal Enkvist, Jerry Media, Scott Elder, Nathan Green, Michelle Deckard, Connie Hulbert, Duff 
Mitchell, Jan Hill, Gary Williams, Aaron Morrison, B. McGregor, Taylor Asher, and SEC Staff Karen 
Peterson, Sarah Woodruff, and Robert Venables. 
 
Committee Chair Alec Mesdag welcomed participants and asked participants to introduce themselves. 
Chair approved minutes from April 2, 2021. 
 
Crystal Enkvist introduced the APA Membership meeting, Aug 17-20 in Homer. Enkvist provided an 
overiew on a variety of topics. Power cost equalization, effecting 85,000 Alaskans. Program currently 
has no funding. APA members have been advocating for a reverse sweep. Grants to electric utilities are 
to assist utilities in lost revenue due to COVID non-payments. Looking to Commissioner Anderson for 
direction on how to shape these programs. Utility Legal Right of way legislation, is another issue being 
tracked by APA. This program is designed to protect utilities and ratepayers from lawsuits related to 
events outside of utility control. The Federal Infrastructure package has been developed with a bi-
partisan deal. Highlights include $73 billion to upgrade the country’s infrastructure, 7.5 billion to install 
500,000 EV chargers, 7.5 billion to electrify school and transit busses. Senator Murkowski co-sponsored 
the Maintaining and Enhancing Hydroelectricity and River Restoration Act of 2021. This legislation 
creates 30% tax credit meaning to support upgrades and dam safety on existing hydroelectric dams. It 
will also allow the credit to be available as a direct pay to utilities. 
 
Senator Jesse Kiehl gave an update from the legislature. The ARDOR bill was extended. There was an 
extension of the RCA Exemption for renewable power projects. Utility payment assistance and rental 
assistant programs can pay up to 12 months of rent and utilities. The special session has to have the ¾ 
vote to reverse the sweep and draw on the CBR. New appropriation bill. The governor cut funding for 
ASMI. Marine Highway Advisory board will be re-instated with a new name and will take AMHS to a 
calendar year budget, which means longer lead-time in scheduling. Senator Kiehl has been appointed to 
an 8-member working group has been formed to address fiscal policies regarding questions like how to 
stabilize the PFD and protect it from overdraws. 
 
Rob Roys with Launch Alaska presented on Innovations Partnership, that develop technologies that 
increase the velocity of projects that de-carbonize and electrify the State of Alaska. 
 
 Nathan Green, with ACEP introduced publications being developed. Burning Cardboard for Heat Study 
lays out the roadblocks, mainly in permitting, when implementing cardboard as a fuel-source on a larger 
scale. The publication lays out the steps to get started if someone wanted to pursue combining cardboard 
in a biomass boiler system. An updated draft of the Southeast IRP is almost ready to be released. The 
third publication is a higher-level paper for community members interested in deploying renewable 



energy sources in rural communities. It addresses concerns regarding what is needed to fully integrate 
renewables without destabilizing the power grid.  
 
Michelle Deckard with Information Insights is assisting SEC with an action plan to promote and 
implement the USDA REDA program across the state. They are currently assessing needs to identify the 
barriers and opportunities. the end goal of beneficial electrification and renewable energy adoption. 
Robert Venables let the committee know that there is an opportunity for utilities to weigh in on their 
thoughts on Fridays at 11. 
 
Robert Venables spoke about Southeast Conference’s Annual Meeting in Haines, September 14-16. He 
encouraged the committee to suggest speakers and topics regarding energy and Beneficial 
Electrification. 
 
Chairman Mesdag said AEA was looking at ideas for increasing the number of EV charging stations in 
Juneau that would potentially allow customers in a multi-living complex to request service at their 
assigned parking spaces. 
 
Betty McGregor updated the committee about AEA’s activities. Duff Mitchell said Juneau would be 
filing for the Dock Electrification. Senate Bill 2306 has a provision for grid resiliency that has 
provisions for add-ons energy storage. 
 
The next meeting of the energy committee TBA. With no other new business to discuss, the Chair 
adjourned at 3:07pm.  
 


